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and see what you will occasion by your squeamishness to
authenticate the right of a sovereign, who, although not the
offspring of a dynasty, acquired his throne not by the voice
of the people, and has been constantly recognised by all
your courts; you will be the direct cause of a decided de-
mocratic demonstration in the election of a king by the
people alone. For us, the result has no terrors. Your
Excellencies are the best judges, whether your royal masters
possess any territories in our vicinity which may be in-
oculated with our dangerous example.'

I was astounded by my audacity. Not till I had ceased
speaking had I been aware of what I had dared to do.-;
Once I shot a rapid glance at my father. His eyes were
fixed on the ground, and I thought he looked a little pale.
As I withdrew my glance, I caught the king's fiery eye, but
its expression did not discourage me.

It is difficult to convey an idea of the success of my
boldness. It could not enter the imagination of the diplo-
matists that any one could dare to speak, and particularly
under such circumstances, without instructions and without
authority. They looked upon me only as the mouthpiece of
the royal intentions. They were alarmed at our great, and
unwonted, and unexpected resolution ; at the extreme
danger and invisible results of our purposes. The English
and French ministers, who watched every turn, made a vehe-
ment representation in our favour, and the conference broke
up with an expression of irresolution and surprise in the
countenances of our antagonists, quite unusual with them,
and which promised the speedy attainment of the satisfac-
tory arrangement which shortly afterwards took place.

The conference broke up, my father retired with the
king, and desired me to wait for him in the hall. I was
alone. I was excited. I felt the triumph of success. 1
felt that I had done a great action, I felt all my energies.
I walked up and down the hall in a frenzy of ambition, and
I thirsted for action. There seemed to me no achievement